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their peers from across the country on 
Saturday, May 10, 2014, to earn 1st 
place at the 12th annual Team America 
Rocketry Challenge. Champions Aman-
da Semler, 18; Andrew White, 16; Nick 
Dimos, 16; Austin Bralick, 16; and Bai-
ley Robertson, 15, bested more than 700 
other teams representing 48 states, the 
District of Columbia and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands to earn the national title. 
These students will now go on to rep-
resent the United States in London at 
the Farnborough International Air-
show. 

Team America Rocketry Challenge, 
TARC, is the world’s largest student 
rocket contest and the aerospace and 
defense industry’s flagship program de-
signed to encourage students to pursue 
study and careers in science, tech-
nology, engineering and math, STEM. 
Sponsored by the Aerospace Industries 
Association, the National Association 
of Rocketry and more than 20 industry 
partners, TARC provides middle and 
high school students the opportunity 
to design, build and launch model rock-
ets in a competition among more than 
5,000 students nationwide. 

I cannot express how proud I am of 
these students whose achievement rep-
resents tremendous dedication and un-
wavering commitment. It is equally 
encouraging to see young people with 
such a strong commitment to STEM 
education and fields of study. I wish 
these Creekview High School students 
and teachers the best as they go on to 
represent our Nation in London.∑ 

f 

POWESHIEK COUNTY, IOWA 
∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the 
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its 
vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic 
development, make smart investments 
to expand opportunity, and take the 
initiative to improve the health and 
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and 
revitalization of so many communities 
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in 
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts. 

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my 
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of 
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take 
pride in accomplishments that have 
been national in scope—for instance, 
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful 
farm bills. But I take a very special 
pride in projects that have made a big 
difference in local communities across 
my State. 

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and 
residents of Poweshiek County to build 
a legacy of a stronger local economy, 
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity. 

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative 
leadership in your community has 

worked with me to secure funding in 
Poweshiek County worth over $1.2 mil-
lion and successfully acquired financial 
assistance from programs I have fought 
hard to support, which have provided 
more than $11.1 million to the local 
economy. 

Of course my favorite memories of 
working together have to include the 
community’s tremendous success with 
using farm bill funds for important 
local projects such as remodeling and 
expanding St. Francis Manor, which re-
ceived a direct loan of $1 million from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Community Facilities Program. 

Among the highlights: 
School grants: Every child in Iowa 

deserves to be educated in a classroom 
that is safe, accessible, and modern. 
That is why, for the past decade and a 
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better 
known among educators in Iowa as 
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15 
years, Harkin grants worth more than 
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and 
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new 
schools. In many cases, these Federal 
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and 
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a 
school district. Over the years, 
Poweshiek County has received $556,624 
in Harkin grants. Similarly, schools in 
Poweshiek County have received funds 
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools 
for technology totaling $151,108. 

Agricultural and rural development: 
Because I grew up in a small town in 
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal 
friend and fierce advocate for family 
farmers and rural communities. I have 
been a member of the House or Senate 
Agriculture Committee for 40 years— 
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have 
championed farm policies for Iowans 
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs; 
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust 
economic development in our rural 
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the 
farm bill, Poweshiek County has re-
ceived more than $3.2 million from a 
variety of farm bill programs. 

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I 
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately 
trained and equipped, able to respond 
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance, 
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since 
2001, Poweshiek County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $628,329 for 
firefighter safety and operations equip-
ment. 

Wellness and health care: Improving 
the health and wellness of all Ameri-

cans has been something I have been 
passionate about for decades. That is 
why I fought to dramatically increase 
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole 
range of initiatives to improve the 
health of individuals and families not 
only at the doctor’s office but also in 
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans 
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke- 
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for 
themselves and their families. These 
efforts not only save lives, they will 
also save money for generations to 
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for 
a whopping 75 percent of annual health 
care costs. I am pleased that 
Poweshiek County has recognized this 
important issue by securing more than 
$360,000 for community wellness activi-
ties. 

Disability Rights: Growing up, I 
loved and admired my brother Frank, 
who was deaf. But I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why 
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with 
disabilities. As the primary author of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I 
have had four guiding goals for our fel-
low citizens with disabilities: equal op-
portunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since 
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable 
changes in communities everywhere I 
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or 
closed captioned television, but in the 
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy, 
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and 
to be fully included. These changes 
have increased economic opportunities 
for all citizens of Poweshiek County, 
both those with and without disabil-
ities. And they make us proud to be a 
part of a community and country that 
respects the worth and civil rights of 
all of our citizens. 

This is at least a partial accounting 
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Poweshiek County, during my 
time in Congress. In every case, this 
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the 
State and local level, including in 
Poweshiek County, to fulfill their own 
dreams and initiatives. And, of course, 
this work is never complete. Even after 
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a 
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always 
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as 
their Senator.∑ 

f 

WAPELLO COUNTY, IOWA 
∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, the 
strength of my State of Iowa lies in its 
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vibrant local communities, where citi-
zens come together to foster economic 
development, make smart investments 
to expand opportunity, and take the 
initiative to improve the health and 
well-being of residents. Over the dec-
ades, I have witnessed the growth and 
revitalization of so many communities 
across my State. And it has been deep-
ly gratifying to see how my work in 
Congress has supported these local ef-
forts. 

I have always believed in account-
ability for public officials, and this, my 
final year in the Senate, is an appro-
priate time to give an accounting of 
my work across four decades rep-
resenting Iowa in Congress. I take 
pride in accomplishments that have 
been national in scope—for instance, 
passing the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act and spearheading successful 
farm bills. But I take a very special 
pride in projects that have made a big 
difference in local communities across 
my State. 

Today, I would like to give an ac-
counting of my work with leaders and 
residents of Wapello County to build a 
legacy of a stronger local economy, 
better schools and educational oppor-
tunities, and a healthier, safer commu-
nity. 

Between 2001 and 2013, the creative 
leadership in your community has 
worked with me to secure funding in 
Wapello County worth over $10.5 mil-
lion and successfully acquired financial 
assistance from programs I have fought 
hard to support, which have provided 
more than $43.5 million to the local 
economy. 

Of course my favorite memories of 
working together have to include the 
establishment and funding of both a 
Job Corps center and a community 
health center, working with the 
Ottumwa Regional Health Center on 
renovations and equipment, working 
with Indian Hills Community College 
on biotechnology and other programs, 
expanding the Des Moines to Bur-
lington highway, and working with 
local law enforcement to combat meth-
amphetamine and other dangerous 
drugs in the community. 

Among the highlights: 
Investing in Iowa’s economic devel-

opment through targeted community 
projects: In Southeast Iowa, we have 
worked together to grow the economy 
by making targeted investments in im-
portant economic development projects 
including improved roads and bridges, 
modernized sewer and water systems, 
and better housing options for resi-
dents of Wapello County. In many 
cases, I have secured Federal funding 
that has leveraged local investments 
and served as a catalyst for a whole 
ripple effect of positive, creative 
changes. For example, working with 
mayors, city council members, and 
local economic development officials in 
Wapello County, I have fought for fund-
ing to separate the combined sewers 
which would overflow during rain 
events. Over the years, I have appro-

priated over $4.3 million to this 
project, which reduces the cost of these 
improvements to residents and busi-
nesses, helping to create jobs and ex-
pand economic opportunities. I also 
worked with leaders throughout the re-
gion to build a four lane highway from 
Des Moines to Burlington. I was 
pleased to have been able to acquire 
nearly $52 million worth of Congres-
sionally directed funding for various 
segments of this project. Thanks to our 
years of partnership, this highway will 
result in a more jobs and a better econ-
omy for the entire area. 

Main Street Iowa: One of the greatest 
challenges we face—in Iowa and all 
across America—is preserving the char-
acter and vitality of our small towns 
and rural communities. This is not just 
about economics. It is also about main-
taining our identity as Iowans. Main 
Street Iowa helps preserve Iowa’s heart 
and soul by providing funds to revi-
talize downtown business districts. 
This program has allowed towns like 
Ottumwa to use that money to lever-
age other investments to jumpstart 
change and renewal. I am so pleased 
that Wapello County has earned 
$120,000 through this program. These 
grants build much more than buildings. 
They build up the spirit and morale of 
people in our small towns and local 
communities. 

School grants: Every child in Iowa 
deserves to be educated in a classroom 
that is safe, accessible, and modern. 
That is why, for the past decade and a 
half, I have secured funding for the in-
novative Iowa Demonstration Con-
struction Grant Program—better 
known among educators in Iowa as 
Harkin grants for public schools con-
struction and renovation. Across 15 
years, Harkin grants worth more than 
$132 million have helped school dis-
tricts to fund a range of renovation and 
repair efforts—everything from updat-
ing fire safety systems to building new 
schools. In many cases, these Federal 
dollars have served as the needed in-
centive to leverage local public and 
private dollars, so it often has a tre-
mendous multiplier effect within a 
school district. Over the years, Wapello 
County has received $3,301,391 in Har-
kin grants. Similarly, schools in 
Wapello County have received funds 
that I designated for Iowa Star Schools 
for technology totaling $57,315. 

Disaster mitigation and prevention: 
In 1993, when historic floods ripped 
through Iowa, it became clear to me 
that the national emergency-response 
infrastructure was woefully inadequate 
to meet the needs of Iowans in flood- 
ravaged communities. I went to work 
dramatically expanding the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency’s haz-
ard mitigation program, which helps 
communities reduce the loss of life and 
property due to natural disasters and 
enables mitigation measures to be im-
plemented during the immediate recov-
ery period. Disaster relief means more 
than helping people and businesses get 
back on their feet after a disaster, it 

means doing our best to prevent the 
same predictable flood or other catas-
trophe from recurring in the future. 
The hazard mitigation program that I 
helped create in 1993 provided critical 
support to Iowa communities impacted 
by the devastating floods of 2008. 
Wapello County has received over $12.2 
million to remediate and prevent wide-
spread destruction from natural disas-
ters. 

Agricultural and rural development: 
Because I grew up in a small town in 
rural Iowa, I have always been a loyal 
friend and fierce advocate for family 
farmers and rural communities. I have 
been a member of the House or Senate 
Agriculture Committee for 40 years— 
including more than 10 years as chair-
man of the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee. Across the decades, I have 
championed farm policies for Iowans 
that include effective farm income pro-
tection and commodity programs; 
strong, progressive conservation assist-
ance for agricultural producers; renew-
able energy opportunities; and robust 
economic development in our rural 
communities. Since 1991, through var-
ious programs authorized through the 
farm bill, Wapello County has received 
more than $9.9 million from a variety 
of farm bill programs. 

Keeping Iowa communities safe: I 
also firmly believe that our first re-
sponders need to be appropriately 
trained and equipped, able to respond 
to both local emergencies and to state-
wide challenges such as, for instance, 
the methamphetamine epidemic. Since 
2001, Wapello County’s fire depart-
ments have received over $1.4 million 
for firefighter safety and operations 
equipment. 

Wellness and health care: Improving 
the health and wellness of all Ameri-
cans has been something I have been 
passionate about for decades. That is 
why I fought to dramatically increase 
funding for disease prevention, innova-
tive medical research, and a whole 
range of initiatives to improve the 
health of individuals and families not 
only at the doctor’s office but also in 
our communities, schools, and work-
places. I am so proud that Americans 
have better access to clinical preven-
tive services, nutritious food, smoke- 
free environments, safe places to en-
gage in physical activity, and informa-
tion to make healthy decisions for 
themselves and their families. These 
efforts not only save lives, they will 
also save money for generations to 
come thanks to the prevention of cost-
ly chronic diseases, which account for 
a whopping 75 percent of annual health 
care costs. I am pleased that Wapello 
County has recognized this important 
issue by securing over $2 million for 
the community health center and for 
community wellness programs. 

Disability Rights: Growing up, I 
loved and admired my brother Frank, 
who was deaf. But I was deeply dis-
turbed by the discrimination and ob-
stacles he faced every day. That is why 
I have always been a passionate advo-
cate for full equality for people with 
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disabilities. As the primary author of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
ADA, and the ADA Amendments Act, I 
have had four guiding goals for our fel-
low citizens with disabilities: equal op-
portunity, full participation, inde-
pendent living and economic self-suffi-
ciency. Nearly a quarter century since 
passage of the ADA, I see remarkable 
changes in communities everywhere I 
go in Iowa—not just in curb cuts or 
closed captioned television, but in the 
full participation of people with dis-
abilities in our society and economy, 
folks who at long last have the oppor-
tunity to contribute their talents and 
to be fully included. These changes 
have increased economic opportunities 
for all citizens of Wapello County, both 
those with and without disabilities. 
And they make us proud to be a part of 
a community and country that re-
spects the worth and civil rights of all 
of our citizens. 

This is at least a partial accounting 
of my work on behalf of Iowa, and spe-
cifically Wapello County, during my 
time in Congress. In every case, this 
work has been about partnerships, co-
operation, and empowering folks at the 
State and local level, including in 
Wapello County, to fulfill their own 
dreams and initiatives. And, of course, 
this work is never complete. Even after 
I retire from the Senate, I have no in-
tention of retiring from the fight for a 
better, fairer, richer Iowa. I will always 
be profoundly grateful for the oppor-
tunity to serve the people of Iowa as 
their Senator.∑ 

f 

MILITARY ACADEMY 
APPOINTMENTS 

∑ Mr. LEE. Mr. President, this fall, 
seven remarkable Utahns will enter 
three of our prestigious military acad-
emies, and I would like to take this op-
portunity to officially congratulate 
them and to recognize their individual 
achievements. 

Dexter Chayton Clark will be attend-
ing the U.S. Naval Academy. A grad-
uate of Brighton High School, Dexter 
has maintained a 4.0 GPA, he is an AP 
Scholar with Honor, a member of the 
National Honor Society, a National 
Academic League Champion, a gifted 
swimmer, and an Eagle Scout. 

Jillian Lemay Combs will be attend-
ing the U.S. Air Force Academy. She 
graduated from the Waterford School 
with academic high honors; she is an 
accomplished violist and a member of 
the National Charities League with 
over 400 hours of service. She was the 
captain of Waterford’s debate team as 
well as the swimming, diving, and 
water polo teams, and she is a Girl 
Scout Gold Award recipient. 

Amy Noelle Johnston will be attend-
ing the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point. A graduate from Brighton High 
School and a member of the National 
Honor Society, Amy was captain of the 
Brighton lacrosse and tennis teams. 
She served her community with the 
Red Cross and also performed volunteer 

service on the Northern Cheyenne and 
Coeur d’Alene Reservations. 

Carson Eugene Nuttall will be re-
turning to study at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point. Carson dis-
played commitment to his faith by re-
signing from West Point to serve a full- 
time mission for the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints for 2 years 
in Chile. He has been recognized con-
sistently as a natural leader and one 
who is committed to honor and service. 

Zerek Douglas Olson will be attend-
ing the U.S. Naval Academy. A grad-
uate from Layton High School and a 
JROTC Captain, Zerek was captain of 
his football, wrestling, and track & 
field teams. He is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, attended Boy’s 
State, and served our veterans at the 
VA hospital and VA homes in Utah. 

Seth Lawrence White will be attend-
ing the U.S. Naval Academy. A grad-
uate of Sky View High School, Seth 
served as one of its student body offi-
cers, the captain of both the debate 
team and the football team, and a 
Dwight D. Eisenhower People to People 
European Representative. Seth also 
helped in organizing the Don’t Drive 
Stupid program to discourage drunk 
and distracted driving. 

Keven Shin Yeh will be attending the 
U.S. Naval Academy. Keven graduated 
from Brighton High School with a 4.0 
GPA. He is a member of the Governor’s 
Honors Academy and the captain of 
both Brighton’s cross country and 
track & field teams. He has given over 
100 hours of dedicated service to our 
veterans at the VA hospital in Salt 
Lake City. 

It appears that the future of our mili-
tary is in good hands. I challenge these 
praiseworthy appointees to continue 
the tradition of honor, sacrifice, and 
courage that has been so exceptionally 
demonstrated by so many throughout 
the great history of our military. I 
should like to close with a quote from 
Lincoln, which I hope we will all re-
member as we strive to do what is 
right for our country. Of the brave sol-
diers who were then fighting to pre-
serve the Union, he wrote: 

Honor to the Soldier, and Sailor every-
where, who bravely bears his country’s 
cause. Honor also to the citizen who cares 
for his brother in the field, and serves, as he 
best can, the same cause—honor to him, only 
less than to him, who braves, for the com-
mon good, the storms of heaven and the 
storms of battle.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING SAMUEL SMITH, 
SR. 

∑ Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
President, on April 14, 2014, our Nation 
lost a great hero, Mr. Samuel ‘‘Jesse’’ 
Smith, Sr. Mr. Smith was one of the 
few remaining Navajo Code Talkers, 
who defended our country with such in-
genuity and valor during World War II. 

As the number of these legendary 
warriors decreases year by year, our re-
spect and gratitude for their remark-
able service only increases with time. 

My State of New Mexico is proud to be 
the home of many of these extraor-
dinary men, and we mourn their pass-
ing. 

Samuel Smith was a student at the 
Albuquerque Indian School on Decem-
ber 7, 1941, when news arrived of the 
Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. He 
and two of his fellow students knew, 
very quickly, what they must do. They 
resolved, without hesitation, and de-
spite their youth, to defend their coun-
try. All three joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps, determined to go wherever they 
were needed. Samuel Smith dreamed of 
being a pilot, but fate would have other 
plans. He would never fly a plane, but 
he would serve with particular distinc-
tion as a Navajo Code Talker. 

Mr. Smith possessed the determina-
tion, intelligence, and language pro-
ficiency that was essential to the Code 
Talkers. He was assigned to the 4th 
Marine Division and was responsible 
for transmitting messages for Gen. 
Clifton Cates, the commander of the 
Marine landings in Saipan and Tinian. 

In the course of his military service, 
Samuel Smith fought at the battle of 
Roi-Namur, the battles of Saipan and 
Tinian to retake the Marianas Islands, 
and the battle of Iwo Jima. He and his 
fellow Code Talkers turned their lan-
guage into an unbreakable code. They 
used the language of the Navajo people 
as a weapon to defend our freedoms. In 
battle after battle, in ferocious com-
bat, that code helped secure Allied vic-
tory. Their courage and patriotism is 
all the more remarkable in that they 
fought so bravely for freedom in a 
world that did not always accord free-
dom to them. 

It would be many years after World 
War II before the story of the Navajo 
Code Talkers, and the pivotal role they 
played, could be told. The true purpose 
of their service was not revealed until 
over 20 years later. In 2001, Congress 
honored Samuel Smith and his fellow 
Code Talkers with Congressional Gold 
Medals. This recognition and honor 
was richly deserved. The simple words 
on their medals told the heroic story: 
‘‘The Navajo language was used to de-
feat the enemy.’’ 

After the war, Mr. Smith returned 
home. He married Rena Smith, and to-
gether they started a family. They 
moved to the Pueblo of Acoma, where 
they raised ten children. Later, at Fort 
Defiance Navajo Nation, Mr. Smith 
served as a law enforcement officer and 
was appointed chief ranger of the Nav-
ajo Nation Rangers. He also served as 
director of Transportation and Water 
Resources for the Navajo Nation. 

Samuel Smith lived a long and event-
ful life, until the age of 89. He leaves 
behind more than 150 direct descend-
ants. His life is a testament of service 
to others, in war and in peacetime. For 
his family, his community, and his Na-
tion, he set an example of courage and 
commitment. Those who knew him will 
long recall his steady presence. As his 
son Michael said: 

We were very fortunate to have one of the 
wisest and gentlest men in our lives. He 
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